[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][image: ]Walking in the Mission Field in Houston                          Delegates to the LCMS Synodical Convention in Houston take a much needed lunch break.  They are headed out into the mission field of downtown Houston where native Houstonians would observe their actions, overhear their conversations and maybe be the recipients of their kindness and love. The wait staff might even be asked for prayer requests as the delegates pray over their food and include prayer petitions for the people serving them.  Not far from the convention center sat the homeless in the heat and humidity of Houston.  They look, act and smell differently than us which makes it harder to share our faith and resources with them. Excuses were easy to come up with. We are busy with the work of the convention.
However, wherever we are and wherever we go we have the mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s mission is to help the Church with that goal as is stated in our mission statement:
Our Mission
To support the Church in fulfilling its mission of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ by being a Christ-centered servant partner of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, ensuring that funds and services are available now build, transform, and keep vital our church so that we may share our faith.
LCEF has Demographic Services available to congregations to help them better understand and reach households in the community surrounding their church.  Contact Carole White, toll free 1-877-439-5233 or carol.white@lcef.org for more information.
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