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Iowa District West Church & Clergy Finance/Treasurer Workshop 2012 

Protect Your School's Unique Brand  

Before Changes, Challenges Arise 
 

Project School Zone LIVE, a webcast series from Lutheran 

Church Extension Fund, broadcasts live from the LEA Conference Jan. 13 at 1:30 p.m. (ET). 

 

A good brand, like the most interesting people, has a keen sense of identity. A great brand has a 

rich and consistent story. But what happens when your context changes, the demographics of your 

school shift, or a crisis or challenge arises? What happens to your branding? 

 

LCEF’s Project School Zone LIVE series continues with ―A Whole New You: Reinventing Your 

School Brand in the Face of Challenge, Change and Crisis‖ Jan. 13, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. (local time 

which is Eastern Time). This free session will stream live from the LEA National Administrators 

Conference in Orlando, Fla., on the Project School Zone Ustream Channel (www.ustream.tv/

channel/project-school-zone-live). 

 

Online viewers can ask questions and share comments during the program via Twitter, Facebook 

and Ustream. Twitter users are invited to engage pre-event using #PSZLive. 

Viewers are encouraged to pre-register, though it is not required, at Eventbrite: http://

projectschoolzone.eventbrite.com/. Registration allows Project School Zone to provide helpful pre-

cast information via email. 

 

Project School Zone is a resource from LCEF of school marketing materials and support services to 

benefit recruitment and retention efforts in early childhood, elementary and secondary schools of 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS). Project School Zone is online at www.lcef.org/

schoolzone. 

Encourage your congregation clergy, treasurer and fi-

nance staff to attend the 2012 Iowa District West Church 

& Clergy Finance/Treasurer Workshop on Saturday, 

January 14 at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Sac City, and 

Saturday, January 21 at Faith Lutheran Church in Adel. 

The workshop will be 9:00a.m. – 12:30 p.m. plus, atten-

dees can stay after lunch to hear Concordia Plan Ser-

vices Brad Peterson.  

 

This workshop provides practical assistance: simple, 

straightforward information specific to clergy tax and 

church treasurer issues. The Congregational Treasurer’s 

Manual will be provided (one complimentary book & 

CD per church), and copies of the revised document 

―Taxes and Ministers‖ will be shared. This handout 

highlights portions of the treasurer’s manual.  The cost 

is $25 per congregation (no matter how many interested 

persons attend).  

 

A light lunch will be provided by Lutheran Church Extension Fund and hosted by Iowa Districts 

LCEF Vice President Carole White (www.ialcef.org). It is ideal if both your pastor and financial 

team (treasurers/financial officers) attend this workshop. Registration is online at https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/DPMK7SY or contact Business Manager Roger Curtis at 515.576.7666 

or roger.curtis@idwlcms.org . Registration deadline is January 5, 2012. 

Guest Speaker Robert Joy, Financial 

and Planned Giving Officer at the 2011 

IDW Congregation Treasurer and 

Clergy Workshop. Joy is returning as 

guest speaker for both 2012 workshops. 

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/project-school-zone-live
http://www.ustream.tv/channel/project-school-zone-live
http://projectschoolzone.eventbrite.com/
http://projectschoolzone.eventbrite.com/
http://www.lcef.org/schoolzone
http://www.lcef.org/schoolzone


P A G E  2  

We celebrate that 

we have been 

privileged to again 

hear the truth of 

Godõs Word and to 

celebrate the fact 

of our Saviorõs 

birth.  
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GOLDEN TREASURE TRUTHS 

By Rev. Bob Riggert 

 ñGoing into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped him. Then opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 

and myrrh.ò Matthew 2:11 

 

While many nativity scenes include the wise men, the truth of Scripture is that the wise men 

did not visit the manger with shepherds. The inspired writer Matthew tells of their visit to a 

house in Bethlehem.  Jesus’ age at the time of their visit is not known.  The details of Mat-

thew, chapter 2, emphasize that Jesus was less than two years of age. 

 

We know why the wise men came.  They came to see ―the king of the Jews.‖  Guided by a 

star they finally arrived to see Mary, Joseph, and the Child.  The visit of the wise men is 

celebrated today as the Epiphany event (January 6).  The visit leads to a season of celebra-

tion. The Epiphany season goes from January 6 through February 21. 

 

We celebrate that we have been privileged to again hear the truth of God’s Word and to 

celebrate the fact of our Savior’s birth. The truth is that Jesus came for each of us. He is not 

only the King of the Jews; He is king of all for all.  We are among the gentile visitors that 

are invited to see Him and worship Him. 

 

Privileged to see the King, we worship Him. Worship always includes a response. The wor-

ship of the wise men involved their posture (―they fell down‖) and their present (―gold and 

frankincense, and myrrh‖). 

 

As we worship our Savior this Epiphany season and this new year, may our worship re-

sponse include bringing our treasures to Jesus.  Our Sunday morning tithes, special support 

of missionaries and mission agencies, dedicated estate and other gifts are ways to present 

our treasures.  Iowa District East staff, Gift Planning Counselor, Mission Development 

Counselor, and LCEF partners are all available to assist with managing and directing the 

treasures that God has given to us. 

 

Reflection: Why is opening our treasures an important part of our worship response? How 

can you share your treasures with Jesus? 

 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, may the truth of Your word and the Truth of your Epiphany be treasured 

by all and may our earthly treasures be dedicated to You.  Amen. 

 

ñI love your commandments above gold; I consider all your precepts to be right.ò        

Psalm 119:127-128 

 

Note: Lutheran Church Extension Fund offers a ―Treasure Chest‖ of financial support for 

congregations, church workers, and members of all ages.  For additional information con-

tact: Carole White,  district vice-president (carole.white@lcef.org) 

             Rev. Bob Riggert, director of customer services (bob.riggert@ialcef.org)             

Ruth Gerken, promotions (ruth.gerken@ialcef.org) 

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not FDIC-insured bank deposit accounts. This is not 

an offer to sell investments, nor a solicitation to buy. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should care-

fully read the Offering Circular, which more fully describes associated risks. 

mailto:carole.white@ialcef.org
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